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48 Buffer zones (or 'protection zones' as per the national law) are legally established for the registered sites, where
required. Buffer zones for newly discovered CH sites shall be defined by the RA Ministry of Culture for each site (upon
registration and due investigations). The size of the protection zone depends on several factors, such as physically
visible boundaries of the site, its underground dimensions (determined based on expertise and experience), and its state/
conditions. The Ministry of Culture develops a so-called 'project of protection zones' for tangible CH monuments, which
defines not only the dimensions of buffer zones, but also the types of activities (including construction) that are allowed,
restricted or prohibited within them. In the absence of the legally established buffer zones for the identified CH sites, for
the purpose ofthe ESIA,6 assumed buffer zonesd hlmseéandprecantiods appraachands i ng a r i
considering the state of the site, vibration considerations, and experience from other projects in the region. The assumed
buffer zones range from 25 m for natural monuments and point sites of local/regional importance to 50 m for other types
of sites. No assumed buffer zones are indicated for sites falling within the road footprint (that is, the Row and
embankment).
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